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CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
ADVICE LETTER FILING SUMMARY 

ENERGY UTILITY 
MUST BE COMPLETED BY LSE (Attach additional pages as needed) 

Company name/CPUC Utility No. Liberty Utilities (CalPeco Electric) LLC (U 933-E) 

Utility type:   Contact Person for questions and approval letters: Ken Wittman 
_______________________________ 

 ELC  GAS       Phone #: 530-543-5267 

 PLC  HEAT  WATER E-mail: Ken.Wittman@libertyutilities.com 

EXPLANATION OF UTILITY TYPE 

ELC = Electric              GAS = Gas  
PLC = Pipeline              HEAT = Heat     WATER = Water 

(Date Filed/ Received Stamp by CPUC)

Advice Letter (AL) #: 35-E  

Subject of AL:  Notice of Proposed Construction Project Pursuant to General Order 131-D for 
Improvements to the 14.4 kV 7203 Distribution Line 

Tier Designation:   1  2   3 

Keywords (choose from CPUC listing):  

AL filing type:  Monthly  Quarterly  Annual  One-Time   Other _____________________________ 

If AL filed in compliance with a Commission order, indicate relevant Decision/Resolution: Resolution E-3524 

Does AL replace a withdrawn or rejected AL?  If so, identify the prior AL ____________________________ 

Summarize differences between the AL and the prior withdrawn or rejected AL1: ____________________ 

Resolution Required?  Yes  No   
Requested effective date: June 16, 2014 No. of tariff sheets: N/A 

Estimated system annual revenue effect: (%):  

Estimated system average rate effect (%):  

When rates are affected by AL, include attachment in AL showing average rate effects on customer classes 
(residential, small commercial, large C/I, agricultural, lighting). 
Tariff schedules affected: N/A 

Service affected and changes proposed1: 

Pending advice letters that revise the same tariff sheets:  

All other correspondence regarding this AL shall be sent to: 

CPUC, Energy Division         Utility Info (including e-mail) 
Attention: Tariff Unit 
505 Van Ness Ave.,  
San Francisco, CA 94102 
edtariffunit@cpuc.ca.gov  

Liberty Utilities (CalPeco Electric) LLC 
Attention: Advice Letter Protests 
933 Eloise Avenue 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
Email: ken.wittman@libertyutilities.com 

                                                           
1 Discuss in AL if more space is needed. 



 

Liberty Utilities (CalPeco Electric) LLC
933 Eloise Avenue

 South Lake Tahoe, CA  96150
Tel: 800-782-2506
Fax: 530-544-4811 
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VIA EMAIL AND HAND-DELIVERY  
 
May 15, 2014 
 
Advice Letter No. 35-E 
(U 933-E) 

California Public Utilities Commission  
Energy Division, Tariff Unit  
505 Van Ness Avenue, 4th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94102-3298 
 
Subject: Notice of Proposed Construction Project Pursuant to General Order 131-D 

for Improvements to the 14.4 kV 7203 Distribution Line  
 
Liberty Utilities (CalPeco Electric) LLC (U 933-E) (“Liberty Utilities”) hereby submits notice 
pursuant to the California Public Utilities Commission’s (“CPUC”) General Order (“G.O.”) 131-
D, Section XI, Subsection B.4, of the construction of facilities that are exempt from a Permit to 
Construct. 
 
Purpose  
 
This advice letter provides a copy of the Notice of Proposed Construction (Attachment A) and 
the Notice of Distribution List (Attachment B), which comply with the noticing requirements 
found in G.O. 131-D, Section XI.  In addition, Liberty Utilities is sending a copy of this advice 
letter to the service list for Application (“A.”) 10-08-024. 
 
Background 
 
Liberty Utilities is proposing to reconductor a 1.1 mile section of its 14.4 kilovolt (“kV”) 7203 
distribution line (“7203 Distribution Line”).  The 7203 Distribution Line is located entirely 
within the Town of Truckee, California.  It lies outside of the jurisdiction of the Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency (“TRPA”).   
 
The northern portion of the 7203 Distribution Line runs between NV Energy’s Truckee 
Substation (located near the intersection of Glenshire Drive and Donner Pass Road) and the 
Truckee Donner Public Utility District’s (“TDPUD”) Martis Substation (located between the 
Truckee River and Estates Drive).  The northern portion of the 7203 Distribution Line is 
underbuilt on the 120 kV 132 power line, which is owned and operated by NV Energy.   
 
The southern portion of the 7203 Distribution Line runs between the Martis Substation and 
Liberty Utilities’ Northstar Substation (located at the intersection of Stables Road and Northstar 
Drive).  The southern portion of the 7203 Distribution Line is underbuilt on Liberty Utilities’ 60 
kV 650 power line.   
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The subject of this advice letter is a 1.1 mile segment that spans between the northern and 
southern portions of the 7203 Distribution Line from the first 132/650 line double circuit 
structure located outside of NV Energy’s Truckee Substation to Brockway Road (the “7203 
Distribution Line Project”).  Liberty Utilities needs to replace the distribution wire on this 
portion of the 7203 Distribution Line with larger-diameter distribution wire (i.e., reconductor the 
line) to maintain adequate distribution line capacity necessary for the safe and reliable delivery 
of electric service to Liberty Utilities’ customers.  Specifically, the 7203 Distribution Line 
Project will allow Liberty Utilities to support approximately five megawatts of additional load on 
the 7203 Distribution Line, which will help Liberty Utilities meet anticipated peak energy 
demand during the winter of 2014/15.  This Project will not change the voltage on any portion of 
the 7203 Distribution Line, and it will not reduce the need for Liberty Utilities’ proposed overall 
project to upgrade its existing 625 and 650 Lines (pending A. 10-08-024) (“625/650 Line 
Upgrade Project”).   
 
Changing out the existing distribution wire to a larger wire on this portion of the 7203 
Distribution Line will increase the amount of weight and wind loads that the power poles must 
support.  These power poles hold not only the 7203 Distribution Line, but also Liberty Utilities’ 
60 kV 650 line and NV Energy’s 120 kV 132 line (each for certain portions, as described above).  
In order to support the new distribution wire and satisfy applicable safety and reliability 
standards, Liberty Utilities has determined that it must replace 23 wood power poles on the 7203 
Distribution Line as part of the 7203 Distribution Line Project.  
 
Liberty Utilities is planning to replace the existing wood poles with self-weathering dark brown 
steel poles because: (i) steel poles are stronger, more resistant to wildfires and other fires, and 
more aesthetically pleasing because they do not require guy wires and will reduce clutter in the 
right of way; and (ii) Liberty Utilities is proposing to replace these wood poles with steel poles 
as part of its 625/650 Line Upgrade Project.  Given that Liberty Utilities is proposing to replace 
these same wood poles with steel poles as part of the 625/650 Line Upgrade Project, the most 
cost effective approach is for Liberty Utilities to replace these wood poles with steel poles at this 
time as part of the 7203 Distribution Line Project (as opposed to replacing them with new, 
stronger wood poles which Liberty Utilities is proposing to replace shortly thereafter with steel 
poles). 

 
The existing wood poles are approximately 70 feet in height and 18.2 inches in diameter at 
ground height.  The new steel poles will be approximately the same height (an average of 75 feet 
above the ground) and diameter (an average of 25 inches at ground height) as the existing wood 
poles.  Nineteen of the replacement steel poles will not require any new access and will be placed 
in approximately the same locations as the existing wood poles.  The exceptions are four poles 
that will be moved slightly in coordination with the Town of Truckee in order to accommodate 
the Town of Truckee’s plan to widen and install a bike lane on Glenshire Drive in the summer of 
2014.  All 23 replaced poles will continue to be located entirely on private parcels and within the 
existing easements.  Liberty Utilities intends to commence construction in approximately August 
2014, with the objective that the new facilities be operational as of September 2014. 
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CPUC General Order 131-D, Section III, Subsection B.1, exempts projects meeting specific 
conditions from the CPUC’s requirement to file an application requesting authority to construct.  
Specifically, Subsections 1(b), (c), (e) and (g), respectively, state that a utility need not obtain a 
Permit to Construct if its construction activities consist of “the replacement of existing power 
line facilities or supporting structures with equivalent facilities or structures;” “the minor 
relocation of existing power line facilities up to 2,000 feet in length;” “the placing of new or 
additional conductors, insulators, or their accessories on supporting structures already built;” or 
the construction of “power line facilities…  to be located in an existing franchise, road-widening 
setback easement, or public utility easement.”  
 
The CPUC requires utilities to employ “no cost” and “low cost” measures to reduce public 
exposure to electric and magnetic fields (“EMF”).  In accordance with this requirement, Liberty 
Utilities will maintain the existing right of way (“ROW”) width of 40 feet along the length of the 
7203 Distribution Line that will be improved as part of the 7203 Distribution Line Project, which 
is already well above the standard ROW for 14.4kV distribution lines and will reduce public 
exposure to EMF by providing additional distance between the 7203 Distribution Line and the 
public.   
 
No cost information is required for this advice letter. 
 
This advice letter will not increase any rate or charge, cause the withdrawal of service, or conflict 
with any other rate schedule or rule. 
 
Protests 
 
Anyone wishing to protest this advice letter may do so by letter sent via U.S. mail, by facsimile 
or electronically, any of which must be received no later than June 4, 2014, which is 20 days 
after the date of this advice letter.  Persons or groups may protest the proposed construction if 
they believe that Liberty Utilities has incorrectly applied for an exemption or that the conditions 
set out in Section III, Subsection B.2 of G.O. 131-D exist.  There are no restrictions on who may 
file a protest, but the protest shall set forth specifically the grounds upon which it is based and 
shall be submitted expeditiously.  
 
Protests should be mailed to: 
  

CPUC Energy Division 
Attention: Tariff Unit 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, California 94102 
Facsimile:  (415) 703-2200 
Email: EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov  

 
Protests and all other correspondence regarding this advice letter should also be sent by letter, 
and transmitted by facsimile or email to the address shown below on the same date it is mailed or 
delivered to the CPUC:   
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Liberty Utilities (CalPeco Electric) LLC 
Attention:  Advice Letter Protests 
933 Eloise Avenue 
South Lake Tahoe, CA  96150 
Email: Ken.Wittman@libertyutilities.com 

 
With a copy to: 
 

Steven F. Greenwald 
Patrick J. Ferguson 
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP 
505 Montgomery St, Suite 800 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
Email: stevegreenwald@dwt.com 
Email: patrickferguson@dwt.com 

 
Effective Date 
 
This advice letter is being submitted in accordance with the noticing requirements described 
in G.O. 131-D, Section XI, Subsection B.4.  Liberty Utilities accordingly requests that this 
advice letter become effective on June 16, 2014, which is 30 days after the date of submission.  
In accordance with G.O. 131-D, Liberty Utilities will not commence construction until 45 days 
after notice is first published. 
 
Notice 
 
A copy of this advice letter is being sent electronically and via U.S. mail to the parties shown on 
the attached list, including the parties listed in G.O. 131-D, Section XI, Subsections B.1 and B.2.  
These parties are identified in the “Notice of Distribution List” included in Attachment B.  In 
addition, this advice letter is being sent to the service list for A. 10-08-024.   Liberty Utilities’ 
advice letters can also be accessed electronically at 
http://www.libertyutilities.com/west/customer_support/rates.html. 
 
If additional information is required, please contact Ken Wittman, Manager of Rates and  
Regulatory Affairs (ken.wittman@libertyutilities.com). 
 
Sincerely,  
/s/ 
 
Ken Wittman  
Manager of Rates and Regulatory Affairs 
Liberty Utilities (CalPeco Electric) LLC 
 
Attachments  
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cc: Liberty Utilities Advice Letter Service List  

Service List for A. 10-08-024 
 Ed Randolph, CPUC 

Mary Jo Borak, CPUC 
Jack Mulligan, CPUC 
Marcelo Poirier, CPUC 
Michael Rosauer, CPUC 
Robert Rodman, Jr. , USFS 
Mike LeFevre, USFS 
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Liberty Utilities (CalPeco Electric) LLC 
Advice Letter Filing Service List 
General Order 96-B, Section 4.3 
 

VIA EMAIL 
 
gbinge@ktminc.com 
emello@sppc.com 
epoole@adplaw.com 
cem@newsdata.com 
rmccann@umich.edu 
sheila@wma.org 
abb@eslawfirm.com 
cbk@eslawfirm.com 
bhodgeusa@yahoo.com 
chilen@nvenergy.com 
stevegreenwald@dwt.com 
phanschen@mofo.com 
liddell@energyattorney.com 
tciardella@nvenergy.com 
jheckler@levincap.com 
cem@newsdata.com 
dietrichlaw2@earthlink.net 
abb@eslawfirm.com 
glw@eslawfirm.com 
clerk-recorder@sierracounty.ws 
brianmorris@countyofplumas.com 
plumascoco@gmail.com 
marshall@psln.com 
stephenhollabaugh@tdpud.org 
gross@portersimon.com 
mccluretahoe@yahoo.com 
catherine.mazzeo@swgas.com 
Theresa.Faegre@libertyutilities.com 
Ken.Wittman@libertyutilities.com 
 

SDG&ETariffs@semprautilities.com 
AdviceTariffManager@sce.com 
edtariffunit@cpuc.ca.gov 
dlf@cpuc.ca.gov 
jrw@cpuc.ca.gov 
xjv@cpuc.ca.gov 
mmg@cpuc.ca.gov 
rmp@cpuc.ca.gov 
jaime.gannon@cpuc.ca.gov 
mas@cpuc.ca.gov 
jm3@cpuc.ca.gov 
Adam.Schultz@cpuc.ca.gov 
Jeannie.chang@cpuc.ca.gov 
txb@cpuc.ca.gov 
efr@cpuc.ca.gov  
joc@cpuc.ca.gov 
tlg@cpuc.ca.gov 
dao@cpuc.ca.gov 
ljt@cpuc.ca.gov 
dlf@cpuc.ca.gov 
mmg@cpuc.ca.gov 
md2@cpuc.ca.gov 
tlg@cpuc.ca.gov 
kjl@cpuc.ca.gov 
Rob.Oglesby@energy.ca.gov 
stevegreenwald@dwt.com 
vidhyaprabhakaran@dwt.com 
judypau@dwt.com 
jeffreygray@dwt.com 
dwtcpucdockets@dwt.com 
patrickferguson@dwt.com 
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Attachment A 
 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION 
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Attachment A 
 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION 
 

Project Name:  Improvements to the 14.4 kV 7203 Distribution Line 
Advice Letter Number:  35-E 
 
Proposed Project:  Liberty Utilities is proposing to reconductor a 1.1 mile section of its 14.4 
kilovolt (“kV”) 7203 distribution line (“7203 Distribution Line”).  The 7203 Distribution Line is 
located entirely within the Town of Truckee, California.  It lies outside of the jurisdiction of the 
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (“TRPA”).   
 
The northern portion of the 7203 Distribution Line runs between NV Energy’s Truckee Substation 
(located near the intersection of Glenshire Drive and Donner Pass Road) and the Truckee Donner 
Public Utility District’s (“TDPUD”) Martis Substation (located between the Truckee River and 
Estates Drive).  The northern portion of the 7203 Distribution Line is underbuilt on the 120 kV 132 
power line, which is owned and operated by NV Energy.   
 
The southern portion of the 7203 Distribution Line runs between the Martis Substation and Liberty 
Utilities’ Northstar Substation (located at the intersection of Stables Road and Northstar Drive).  The 
southern portion of the 7203 Distribution Line is underbuilt on Liberty Utilities’ 60 kV 650 power 
line.   
 
The subject of this advice letter is a 1.1 mile segment that spans between the northern and southern 
portions of the 7203 Distribution Line from the first 132/650 line double circuit structure located 
outside of NV Energy’s Truckee Substation to Brockway Road (the “7203 Distribution Line 
Project”).  Liberty Utilities needs to replace the distribution wire on this portion of the 7203 
Distribution Line with larger-diameter distribution wire (i.e., reconductor the line) to maintain 
adequate distribution line capacity necessary for the safe and reliable delivery of electric service to 
Liberty Utilities’ customers.  Specifically, the 7203 Distribution Line Project will allow Liberty 
Utilities to support approximately five megawatts of additional load on the 7203 Distribution Line, 
which will help Liberty Utilities meet anticipated peak energy demand during the winter of 2014/15.  
This Project will not change the voltage on any portion of the 7203 Distribution Line, and it will not 
reduce the need for Liberty Utilities’ proposed overall project to upgrade its existing 625 and 650 
Lines (pending Application 10-08-024) (“625/650 Line Upgrade Project”).   
 
Changing out the existing distribution wire to a larger wire on this portion of the 7203 Distribution 
Line will increase the amount of weight and wind loads that the power poles must support.  These 
power poles hold not only the 7203 Distribution Line, but also Liberty Utilities’ 60 kV 650 line and 
NV Energy’s 120 kV 132 line (each for certain portions, as described above).  In order to support the 
new distribution wire and satisfy applicable safety and reliability standards, Liberty Utilities has 
determined that it must replace 23 wood power poles along the portion of the line that is the subject 
of the 7203 Distribution Line Project.  
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Liberty Utilities is planning to replace the existing wood poles with self-weathering dark brown steel 
poles because: (i) steel poles are stronger, more resistant to wildfires and other fires, and more 
aesthetically pleasing because they do not require guy wires and will reduce clutter in the right of 
way; and (ii) Liberty Utilities is proposing to replace these wood poles with steel poles as part of its 
625/650 Line Upgrade Project.  Given that Liberty Utilities is proposing to replace these same wood 
poles with steel poles as part of the 625/650 Line Upgrade Project, the most cost effective approach 
is for Liberty Utilities to replace these wood poles with steel poles at this time as part of the 7203 
Distribution Line Project (as opposed to replacing them with new, stronger wood poles which 
Liberty Utilities is proposing to replace shortly thereafter with steel poles). 

 
The existing wood poles are approximately 70 feet in height and 18.2 inches in diameter at ground 
height.  The new steel poles will be approximately the same height (an average of 75 feet above the 
ground) and diameter (an average of 25 inches at ground height) as the existing wood poles.  
Nineteen of the replacement steel poles will not require any new access and will be placed in 
approximately the same locations as the existing wood poles.  The exceptions are four poles that will 
moved slightly in coordination with the Town of Truckee in order to accommodate the Town of 
Truckee’s plan to widen and install a bike lane on Glenshire Drive in the summer of 2014.  All of the 
poles will continue to be located entirely on private parcels and within the existing easements.  
Liberty Utilities intends to commence construction in approximately August 2014, with the objective 
that the new facilities be operational as of September 2014. 
 
Exemption from CPUC Permit Process:  CPUC General Order 131-D, Section III, Subsection 
B.1, exempts projects meeting specific conditions from the CPUC’s requirement to file an 
application requesting authority to construct.  Specifically, Subsections 1(b), (c), (e) and (g), 
respectively, state that a utility need not obtain a Permit to Construct if its construction activities 
consist of “the replacement of existing power line facilities or supporting structures with equivalent 
facilities or structures;” “the minor relocation of existing power line facilities up to 2,000 feet in 
length;” “the placing of new or additional conductors, insulators, or their accessories on supporting 
structures already built;” or the construction of “power line facilities…  to be located in an existing 
franchise, road-widening setback easement, or public utility easement.”  
 
EMF Compliance:  The CPUC requires utilities to employ “no cost” and “low cost” measures to 
reduce public exposure to electric and magnetic fields (“EMF”).  In accordance with this 
requirement, Liberty Utilities will maintain the existing right of way (“ROW”) width of 40 feet 
along the length of the 7203 Distribution Line that will be improved as part of the 7203 Distribution 
Line Project, which is already well above the standard ROW for 14.4kV distribution lines and will 
reduce public exposure to EMF by providing additional distance between the 7203 Distribution Line 
and the public.   
 
Public Review Process:  Persons or groups may protest the proposed construction if they believe 
that Liberty Utilities has incorrectly applied for an exemption or that the conditions set out in Section 
III, Subsection B.2 of G.O. 131-D exist.  There are no restrictions on who may file a protest, but the 
protest shall set forth specifically the grounds upon which it is based and shall be submitted 
expeditiously.  
 
Protests should include the following: 
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1. Your name, mailing address and daytime telephone number. 
2. Reference to the CPUC Advice Letter Number and Project Name. 
3. A clear description of the reason for the protest. 
4. Whether you believe that evidentiary hearings are necessary to resolve factual disputes. 

 
Protests for this project must be filed by June 4, 2014 at the following address: 

CPUC Energy Division 
Attention: Tariff Unit 
505 Van Ness Avenue  
San Francisco, California 94102 

 

With a copy mailed to: 
 
Liberty Utilities (CalPeco Electric) LLC 
Attention:  Advice Letter Protests 
933 Eloise Avenue 
South Lake Tahoe, CA  96150 
 

Liberty Utilities must respond within five business days of receipt and serve copies of its response 
on each protestant and the CPUC.  Within 30 days after Liberty Utilities has submitted its response, 
the Executive Director of the CPUC will send you a copy of an Executive Resolution granting or 
denying the request and stating the reasons for the decision.  
 
Assistance in filing a Protest:  For assistance in filing a protest, contact the CPUC’s Public Advisor 
in San Francisco at (415) 703-2074 or 1-866-849-8390 (toll-free) or TTY (415) 703-5258 or 
public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov. 
 
Additional Project Information:  To obtain further information on the proposed project, please 
contact: 
 
Ken Wittman   
Manager of Rates and Regulatory Affairs 
Liberty Utilities (CalPeco Electric) LLC 
933 Eloise Avenue 
South Lake Tahoe, CA  96150 
Ken.wittman@libertyutilities.com 
 

  



 

DWT 24145988v1 0089731-000012 

Attachment B 
 

Notice of Distribution List 
 

Improvements to the 14.4 kV 7203 Distribution Line
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Attachment B 
 

Notice of Distribution List 
 

Improvements to the 14.4 kV 7203 Distribution Line 
 

1. Agencies 
 
Mr. Robert Oglesby, Executive Director  
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street, Mail Stop 39 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
Mr. John McLaughlin, Community Development Director 
Truckee Planning Department 
10183 Truckee Airport Rd. 
Truckee, California 96161 
 
 
 

2. Newspapers 
 
Tahoe Daily Tribune  
3079 Harrison Avenue 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
 
Sierra Sun 
3079 Harrison Avenue 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 


